Recap
For the last t wo weeks we have been studying the book
The Vanishing Rainforest. The old lessons and tasks are
available for you on the website so go back and remind
yourself if you like.
We finished our work on the book by looking at how
tourism can have positive and negative impact on the
wildlife and the tribes that inhabit the rainforests.
This week, we are going to learn how we can contribute
towards building a brighter future for the Orangutans
by writing a persuasive letter to the Prime Minister
and ask him for support. Yes, that’s right! We are going
to address the problems these wonderful animals are
facing every day of their life and we are going to send
our letters straight to 10 Downing Street.

Monday 15th June 2020
I can understand a text.

Orangutans

Words you might wish to familiarise with before reading the info sheet…

Tricky Words
omnivore

captured

Asia

depend

inhabit

dependent

injured

extinction
deforestation

critically

endangered

Read the text carefully.
Orangutans feed on wild fruit such
as lychees and figs, but they also
eat bark and insects which mean
that they are an omnivore like
humans.

Orangutans are great apes who can be
found in Asia. They inhabit Malaysia and
Indonesia where they live in the rainforests
on the islands of Borneo and Sumatra.
In the wild these great apes often live alone and
on average can live for 30 – 40 years if they are
not injured or captured.
Orangutans depend on the trees in the rainforest for food and for
shelter. They have been observed, in the wild, using large leaves as
umbrellas. Because they are so dependent on the trees this means that
they are in danger of extinction because of deforestation and other
human activities such as hunting.

Orangutan
There are three types of
Orangutan and all are critically
endangered.
Their scientific names are Pongo
Abelii, Pongo Pygmaeous and
Pongo tapanuliensis
Standing at 4-5ft tall, Orangutans
are about the same height as an
11 year old human but they can
weigh between 5 and 12 stones
making them much heavier than
most Y6 children!

Create a diagram, in your books, that looks similar to this one and answer the
questions.
What do they eat?

What are their sceintific names?

Orangutan
How big are they?

Where do they live?
How long do they live in the wild?

An interesting fact:

Why are they becoming endangered?

Well done!

