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I can find the area of rectilinear shapes by 
counting squares.

What is area?

Watch this super movers video to help us remember. Don’t forget to 
dance along!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks2-maths-2d-and-3d-
shapes-with-homebros/zvsw382

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks2-maths-2d-and-3d-shapes-with-homebros/zvsw382


Differences between area and perimeter:



How do we measure area?

The area of a shape is a measure of the two-dimensional space that it 
covers.

The area can be found by counting the squares within the shape. All the 
squares must be the same size.

Here, each square has sides of 1cm.

We say that it has an area of 1cm squared.

This can be written as 1cm². The small 2 means 'squared'.



Can you see that this rectangle contains six squares?

It has two rows of three squares.

Each of the squares has an area of 1cm², so the area of the rectangle 
is 6cm².
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Practice Question

What is the area of this shape? Count the squares to find out.

Can you find any other ways to find the area of this shape?



Answer to Practice Question:

The answer is 10cm²

There are 4 squares on the bottom row, 4 squares in the middle row 
and 2 squares on the top row. That's a total of 10 squares.

Each square is 1cm² so that's 10cm².



Activities:

1. Work out the area of these 3 shapes by 
counting the squares: 

2. 

3.

Can you try using 5 squares to create 
different rectilinear shapes?

4. Use squared paper to draw 4 different 
rectilinear shapes with an area of 12 
squares. 



Challenges:

1. Dexter has taken a bite of 
the chocolate bar. 

The chocolate bar was a 
rectangle. Can you work out 
how many squares of 
chocolate there were to start 
with?

2. Can you make some capital letters 
on squared paper using less than 20 
squares? 

Make a word from some and count 
the total area of the letters. 

Which letters have a line of 
symmetry? 

What is the area of half of each 
letter? 


