
DGR – Day 1 - Monday 20th April 2020

Can you predict what our text might be 
about?

Does it link with any other topics we have 
studied this year?



Vocabulary out of context

Do you know what these words mean? Write the word and your predicted meaning 

next to the word.

chemical

environment

food chain

tangled

consumes 

recycle 

What word class are these words?
- Nouns
- Adjectives
- Verbs
- Adverbs

Are any of these words more than one 
word class?



chemical

environment

food chain

tangled

consumes 

recycle 

Match the picture to the word. You don’t need to write this down.  



Vocabulary in Context…
Look at the words in the sentences from the texts about Plastic.. Could 
you create your own sentences using these words?

… most types of plastic that end up in the local environment will not 
break down over time. 

A huge problem with plastic is the chemicals that it contains.

The chemicals that make their way into the food chain…

affect any animal that then consumes them.

- becoming tangled in plastic waste.

- recycle as much of  your waste as possible.



DGR Text Extract – Read these three sections of text all about Plastic.
Read the text and write down any words you don’t know. Use a dictionary to help you work out the meaning of 
these words. 

The Problem with Plastic 

Unlike paper, fruit peel or fabric, most 
types of plastic that end up in the 
local environment will not break down 
over time. The plastic will simply stay 
where it is forever unless it is moved 
by humans or eaten, by mistake, by 
wildlife. A huge problem with plastic is 
the chemicals it contains. Over time, 
pieces of plastic litter will break into 
smaller pieces. These smaller pieces 
are often eaten by wildlife that think 
that it’s food. Scarily, these tiny pieces 
of plastic contain poisonous chemicals 
and heavy metals that can kill wildlife. 
The chemicals make their way into the 
food chain and do not just affect the 
creature who ate the plastic but also 
affect any animal that then consumes 
them.

Threats to Wildlife 
The largest threats to wildlife from plastic waste in the environment 
are: 
• becoming tangled in plastic waste which can cause death or 
injury; 
• eating plastic waste by mistake which can cause wildlife to choke;
• poisoning from the chemicals within the plastic which can lead to 

illness and death.

How We Can Help People around the world 
We have caused the plastic problem we face today and it 

cannot be fixed overnight. 
Some helpful tips are: 

• Instead of using plastic items, such as straws and plastic 
bags, buy reusable items, e.g. Flasks for hot drinks and 
canvas shopping bags. 
• Recycle as much of your waste as possible. 
• Safely pick up litter you see in the environment.



Day 2 – Vocabulary - Tuesday 21st April 2020

Match the words to the correct meaning. Write these in your book. 

this shows how each living thing gets food

twisted together untidily

to eat or drink

to use products again

a substance that is used in or produced by a reaction eg
bleach

the surroundings in which a person, animal or plant lives.

chemical

environment

food chain

tangled

consumes 

recycle 



Answers to matched definitions. Did you match 
them correctly?

Chemical - a substance that is used in or produced by a 
reaction. eg. bleach. 

Environment- the surroundings in which a person, animal or 
plant lives.

Food Chain- this shows how each living thing gets food.

Tangled- twisted together untidily.

Consumes- to eat or drink.

Recycle- to use products again.



Read the text again checking any other words 
you don’t know using a dictionary.
The Problem with Plastic 

Unlike paper, fruit peel or fabric, most 
types of plastic that end up in the local 
environment will not break down over 
time. The plastic will simply stay where it 
is forever unless it is moved by humans 
or eaten, by mistake, by wildlife. A huge 
problem with plastic is the chemicals it 
contains. Over time, pieces of plastic 
litter will break into smaller pieces. These 
smaller pieces are often eaten by wildlife 
that think that it’s food. Scarily, these 
tiny pieces of plastic contain poisonous 
chemicals and heavy metals that can kill 
wildlife. The chemicals make their way 
into the food chain and do not just affect 
the creature who ate the plastic but also 
affect any animal that then consumes 
them.

Threats to Wildlife 
The largest threats to wildlife from plastic waste in the environment 
are: 
• becoming tangled in plastic waste which can cause death or 
injury; 
• eating plastic waste by mistake which can cause wildlife to choke;
• poisoning from the chemicals within the plastic which can lead to 

illness and death.

How We Can Help People around the world 
We have caused the plastic problem we face today and it cannot be 

fixed overnight. 
Some helpful tips are: 

• Instead of using plastic items, such as straws and plastic bags, buy 
reusable items, e.g. Flasks for hot drinks and canvas shopping bags. 
• Recycle as much of your waste as possible. 
• Safely pick up litter you see in the environment.



Which words did you select? Use a dictionary or find the definition on the 
internet.
Draw a picture to help you remember the meaning of the word.
Here are two examples:

• Flask – a container that 
keeps drinks hot or 
cold.

• Injury- physical harm or 
damage to someone’s 
body.



Day 3 – 22nd April 2020 – Learning the skill

The skill we will look at again 
this week is ‘inference’.

Re- watch this clip to remind 
you what inference is. 

What is inference? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
topics/zs44jxs/articles/zqmyw6f

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs44jxs/articles/zqmyw6f


Inference using Pictures

What do you think the people are 
doing and why?

Why are they wearing gloves and 
aprons?

Why do you think the pelican is 
there?



Inference – video
Watch this short video and then answer these 
inference questions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFPoIU5iiYQ

What gives you the impression that the boy and his Dad are sad at the 
start of the story?

How do we find out that lots of the creatures are suffering?

Why do you think it is called the Whale’s Tale, not Tail?

What message  do you think the maker of this film wanted to share?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFPoIU5iiYQ


Day 4- Thursday – Inference Questions

1. Over time, what happens to fabric and paper?

2. Why do you think humans move plastic?

3. Why can several creatures be affected by the same piece of plastic?

4. If wildlife eat plastic waste, what might happen to them?

5. Name two ways in which you could help the environment with the 
plastic problem.

6. Why do you think the plastic problem can’t be fixed straight away?



Answers to Comprehension questions

1. Over time, fabric and paper will break down.  

2. Plastic may be moved by humans because it looks untidy or 
unpleasant or it  is dangerous  to humans or animals.

3. A creature is a part of a food chain and so several living things may 
eat the plastic. 

4. Animals might choke, die or become very sick.

5. From the text – use canvas bags and flask, recycle and pick up litter. 
You may have other ideas to add. Share these with your teacher.

6. It needs people to change their habits and for companies to change 
the ways they operate. Please share your ideas with your teacher.


