
Accelerated 
Reading Workshop



Reading for Pleasure

• Accelerated Reading is a program which records the 
books the children are choosing and reading

• After a Star test-4 times a year- it assesses the ZPD range 
so they are reading at the appropriate level

• It checks the child’s understanding of the book

• It motivates the children to finish a book and take a quiz

• There are challenges in the classroom-100% club, 
Millionaires…

• The scores are recorded in the reading journals to inform 
parents



Let’s have a look at some books to 
identify ZPD ranges and points



Now let’s take a quiz



A diagnostic report-what is it ?



Diagnostic report-what do we do 
with the report?

• Encourage children to 
take quizzes within two 
days of reading the book

• Aim for over 85%

• Check book is 
appropriate-not too 
challenging so the child 
feels demotivated



Growth Reports

• Star assessments are 
taken 4 times a year, 
different for every 
child, and indicate 
progress and new ZPD 
range with 
corresponding reading 
age-this is just one 
indicator as to the 
child’s progress in 
reading.



Growth report-what does it look 
like?



How can you help with AR?

• Discuss the book with the child-talk about what might happen, 
talk about their favourite character, imagine an alternative 
ending….

• Change the book if it is frustrating to read or they are clearly not 
interested in the story

• If they have enjoyed the book see if there are other books by the 
same author

• Ask them about how they performed on the quizzes

• Speak to the classteacher if you have any concerns at all



Other ways you can help with 
reading for pleasure
• Read to your child

• See films/plays about books

• Go to the library and any book events

• Join in with the Reading Challenge

• Attend Reading Breakfasts

• Show the children that you enjoy reading

• Participate in the school Swap Shop

• Buy second hand books-Sainsburys, charity shops, Amazon for 1p

• Use audio books, kindle, books online….

Don’t make reading a chore


